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FUNERAL PLANNING WORKSHOP

SDDVA Deputy Secretary

Aaron Pollard was one of the INSIDE THIS ISSUE

keynote speakers at the NO TObacco DAY ..., 2
George Boom Funeral Home Memorial Day Events .................. 3
planning workshop in Sioux VA Mission Act .........ooooooovvveveree 4
Falls last week. SFVAHCS Welcome Home............ 5

Pollard, along with Min- Bataan March ......ooeerersconerres 6
nehaha County VSO Kathy MidWest Honor Flight .....cc.e..... 7
Richardson and Theresa Aspen Free Dental Day ................ 8
Wood (VBA) provided an MidWest Honor Flight .................. 9
overview of veteran’s death UPCOMING EVENES..rvvvvrrrrrverrrrrrn, 10

and burial benefits.

Deputy Secretary Pollard
briefed attendees on the
new state veterans cemetery —
and provided them with a view of the 95% design draft and the ten-
year planning stages.

Ken Teunissen reviewed the fundraising efforts that are being done
by the South Dakota Veterans Council and their community partners
and outlined some of the upcoming events that their partners are
sponsoring.

SDDVA will continue to keep you updated on the state cemetery
project as it progresses. We are hopeful to be breaking ground for
the cemetery late this Fall.
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VA ENCOURAGES VETERANS TO
QUIT TOBACCO ON WORLD NO
TOBACCO DAY

In recognition of “World No Tobacco Day” on May 31, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will
reaffirm its “Better Starts Today” campaign, calling on Veterans who use tobacco to discover reasons to
quit and take advantage of innovative VA resources to help them succeed.

Led annually by the World Health Organi-
zation, VA’s observance of World No Tobacco

Day aims to encourage Veterans using tobac- ; o“'T l

co products to quit and join countless others TGBACCO

across the globe in starting a tobacco-free
life.
| e”O\ui’ct'ing tobacco products is one of the TAKE You R
BREATH
AWAY

best things Veterans can do to improve their
emotional and physical health, and overall

31 MAY WORLD NOD TOBACCO DAY
#NoTobacco

quality of life,” said VA Secretary Robert

Wilkie. “The VA also understands the chal-

lenges that come with quitting. That’s why

we are using World No Tobacco Day as a

platform to talk about the innovative tools

that will guide veterans toward a tobacco-
free, healthy life.”

veterans don’t have to do it alone.

The VA national resources include:

e Quit VET, a toll-free national quitline at 855-QUIT-VET (855-784-8838) for veterans to speak with a to-
bacco cessation counselor, make a quit plan and receive ongoing counseling after their quit date. Quit-
line counselors are available between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. (EST) Monday through Friday.

e SmokefreeVET, a text-message program (text VET to 47848) offering veterans three to five texts a day
with advice and encouragement to help them while they stop using tobacco. Veterans can also text the
keywords URGE, STRESS, SMOKED, and DIPPED anytime to receive an immediate tip for coping with an
urge to use, a slip or stress.

For more information and resources about tobacco cessation and how veterans’ families and

friends can help, visit www.mentalhealth.va.gov/quit-tobacco.



https://www.who.int/tobacco/wntd/en/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5206
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/quit-tobacco/
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SDDVA STAFF PARTICIPATES
IN NUMEROUS MEMORIAL DAY
PROGRAMS

SDDVA staff participated in, and de-
livered messages at numerous Memori-
al Day programs throughout the state

this past weekend.

Secretary Greg Whitlock delivered

the keynote address in De Smet.

Deputy Secretary Aaron Pollard de-
livered the Memorial Day message

in Brandon.

Program Manager Heather Buller-

man spoke in Britton.

Field Service Officer Brett Dickerson spoke in Tabor.
SDDVA Field Service Officer Kevin Swanson played a role in the
wreath laying ceremony at the Memorial Day program in Pierre.

Staff at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home hosted a
program for our heroes at the Home, their families and community
members.

Our special thanks to our staff, all the county and tribal veterans
service officers and all the members of the veterans service organiza-
tions and their auxiliaries for making these programs a reality. Your
commitment and dedication is truly appreciated.
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VABHHCS PREPARES TO
LAUNCH NEW VA HEALTH CARE
OPTIONS UNDER MISSION ACT

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will launch its new and improved community care program
June 6, 2019, implementing portions of the VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening Integrated
Outside Networks Act of 2018 (the MISSION Act), which both ends the Veterans Choice Program and estab-
lishes a new Veterans Community Care Program.

The MISSION Act will strengthen the nationwide VA Health Care System by empowering Veterans to
have more options in their health care decisions.

Under the new and improved Veterans Community Care Program, Veterans can now work with their VA
health care provider or other VA staff to see if they are eligible to receive community care. Eligibility for
community care does not require a Veteran to receive that care in the community; Veterans can still
choose to have VA provide their care. Veterans are eligible to choose to receive care in the community if
they meet any of the following six eligibility criteria:

1. AVeteran needs a service not available at any VA medical facility.

2. AVeteran lives in a U.S. state or territory without a full-service VA medical facility. Specifically, this
would apply to Veterans living in Alaska, Hawaii, New Hampshire and the U.S. territories of Guam,
American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

3. A Veteran qualifies under the “grandfather” provision related to distance eligibility for the Veterans
Choice Program.

4. VA cannot furnish care in a manner that complies within certain designated access standards. The spe-
cific access standards are described below. (Important: Access standards are proposed and not yet fi-
nal.)

e Average drive time to a specific VA medical facility
+ 30-minute average drive time for primary care, mental health and noninstitutional extended
care services.
* Sixty-minute average drive time for specialty care.
Note: Average drive times are calculated by VA using geo-mapping software.
e Appointment wait time at a specific VA medical facility
+ Twenty days for primary care, mental health care and noninstitutional extended care services,
unless the Veteran agrees to a later date in consultation with his or her VA health care provider.
+ Twenty-eight days for specialty care from the date of request, unless the Veteran agrees
to a later date in consultation with his or her VA health care provider.

(continued on next page)


https://missionact.va.gov/
https://missionact.va.gov/
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/58621/new-eligibility-criteria-a-major-improvement-over-existing-rules/
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VABHHCS MISSION ACT
IJAIJ N‘:H (CONTINUED)

5. The Veteran and the referring clinician agree it is in the best medical interest of the Veteran to
receive community care based on defined factors.
6. VA has determined that a VA medical service line is not providing care in a manner that

complies with VA’s standards for quality.

To help employees prepare for this transformation and others under the MISSION Act, VA Black Hills
HCS is dedicating the month of May to readiness.

“Our commitment to Veterans is our highest priority,” said VA BHHCS Director, Sandra Horsman. “Our
staff has always been dedicated to providing high quality health care and now the implementation of the
Mission Act improves our efforts to meet the needs of our Veterans at the right time and place.”

The VA MISSION Act:

Strengthens VA’s ability to recruit and retain clinicians.

Statutorily authorizes “Anywhere to Anywhere” telehealth provision across state lines.
Empowers Veterans with increased access to community care.

Establishes a new, urgent-care benefit that eligible Veterans can access in the community.

“We’ve been working hard to prepare for a smooth transformation,” said Horsman. “We know Veterans
will have questions about expanding services and their eligibility. Our staff will be ready to answer ques-
tions and walk Veterans through any new processes.

VA Black Hills HCS serves approximately 22,000 Veterans throughout a five state region.

SFVAHCS WELCOME HOME

The Sioux Falls VA Health Care System will be
hosting a “Welcome Home” event for veterans of
all eras.

The event will be held on Thursday, June 13,
from 5:00 pm—8:00 pm in the main lobby of the
Sioux Falls VA Medical Center. Food and refresh-
ments will be served.

Veterans will have the opportunity to meet and
visit with Congressional Medal of Honor recipient
Michael J. Fitzmaurice.

SFVAHCS staff will be on site to help veterans
with questions and concerns.



https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=4054
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STH ANNUAL BATAAN DEATH
MEMORIAL MARCH

The Sisseton Wahpeton Lake Traverse
5th Annual Bataan Death Memorial
March will be held Friday, July 5, 2019.

152 Annual

The march will start at 7:30 am and
will be lead by the Honor Guards and
will start on BIA 700 South (Norbert
Bellongers residence—12906 HWY 700
in Peever. The march will end at the
Pow Wow Arena with a honor song,
flag raising, and breakfast in honor of
all Bataan death march survivors, in-
cluding two from the Sisseton Wahpe-
ton Sioux Tribe—Winfield Thompson,
Sr. (US Army) and Louis Williams (US
Army).

First 100 participants will receive a
memorial t-shirt!

GRAND ENTRY
Friday 1pm & 7PM
Saturday PM & 7PM
Sunday PM

REGISTRATION

Opens Friday
Closes @ 10AM Saturday

SINGING CONTEST
$10,000, $8,000, $6,000, $4,000, $2}
NON CONTEST DRUM SPLIT

Must have 5 singers

ADMISSION $5/WEEKEND

5 & Under FREE/55 & over FREE

FEED

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Sponsored by

Dakota Magic Casino

&

Dakota Sioux Casino

FLAG RAISING DAILY

All veteran groups welcome
Contact Geri Opsal (605) 6583383

[CASINORIHOTELR

Sisscton W ahpeton Lake

; erse
Contest Wacipi
WINFIELD THOMPSON

WACIPI ARBOR
AGENCY VILLAGE, SD

JULY 5™ 6™ & 7™ 2019

2" OLDEST WACIPI IN THE NATION!

ADULT CONTEST
$2,000, $1,500, $1,000, $750, $500
Golden Age - (55 & Over)
Men’s & Women's Combined
Jr Men's (1834 yrs.)

Sr Men's (35-54 yrs.)
Traditional - Grass - Chicken - Fancy
Jr Women'’s (18-34 yrs.)

Sr Women's (35-54 yrs.)
Traditional - Jingle = Fancy

TEEN CONTEST

$500, $400, $300, $200, $100
Teen Boy's Fancy, Grass, & Traditional
Teen Girl’s Fancy, Jingle, & Traditional

JUNIOR CONTEST

$200, $150, $125, $100, S75
Boy’s Fancy, Grass, & Traditional
Girl’s Fancy, Jingle, & Traditional

TINY TOTS

Will receive day money

TEEN GIRLS JINGLE
In Honor of Outgoing
Sr Miss SWO Isabelle Morales
$200, $150, $125, $100, 575

JUNIOR GIRL'S ™ ,
AM DANCE SPECIAL

In Honor of Outgoing
Jr Miss SWO Talia Robertson
- $600, 2™- 400 Hoodies, 3- 200 T-shirts

MENS FANCY DANCE

Committee Special

MENS TRADITIONAL
In Honor of Andrew Grey Sr
$6,000, in Prize Money
A Veteran's Meal will be served
In Memory of SPC Nicole Littlewind-Beaver

TOKA NUWAN MEN'S
GRASSDANCE SPECIAL

- 51,000, 2™ - $800, 37~ $600

OTHER SPECIALS TBA

r%\‘v

HOST DRUM
Dakota Hotain
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Jerry Dearly, Minneapolis, MN
Harold Blacksmith, Sioux Valley, MB

ARENA DIRECTOR

Clay Crawford, Cass Lake, MN

HEAD DANCING JUDGE

Male - Vernon Pasa Renville
Female - Danielle Grey

HEAD SINGING JUDGE

J.T. Seaboy

MOCCASIN TOURNAMENT

$2,500, $2,000, $1,400, $1,000, SBoo
Travis Max (605) 268-0%63

5K WALK/RUN

Registration @ 7AM
Starts @ 8AM on Saturday
Sponsored by

SWO Health & Fltness Center
Diabetes Prevention Program

For more info contact (605) 698-3922

SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

For more info contact
JC Crawford (60) 419-ma

LACROSSE TOURNAMENT

For more info contact Jeremy Redeagle
Phone - (406) 558-9258
Email - jeremyredeagle@yahoo.com

RODEO
Adult & Youth
For more info contact

Danny White - (605) 237-2367

Space is limited - First Come, First Serve
For more info contact
Jerry Eastman (605) 4191031

COMMITTEE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS, LACK OF FUNDS, INJURY, AND LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS.
24 HOUR SECURITY NO ALCOHOL/DRUGS. FIREWORKS OR FIREARMS ALLOWED.

INTERIM CHAIRMAN - VERLYN BEAUDREAU
Vice ChairmaN - FLovo Kirk JR
SECRETARY - MYRNA THOMPSON

Bi CouLEe - List JACkson

BUFFALO LAKE - LOUIE JoHNSON

0w AENcY - MitToN Owen

ENEMY SWIM - CHERYL OWEN
HeipA/VEBLEN - JR RONDELL

LAKE TRAVERSE - FRANCES CRAWFORD
Long Houtow - Curnis Bisonere

RV SPACES AVAILABLE CONTACT:
CHARLENE MiLLER (605) 698-8353
Crepm CARDs AccEpTED

Fut WEEKEND ONLY!

DanieLLE Grey - (701) 2147177
Jay Rewviuie - (605) 467-3066
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Saturday, August 24, 2019
Calico Skies Vineyard & Winery

Pre-ordered tickets: $30
Tickets at door: S40

All proceeds to benefit

For more information or to preorder tickets, go to
www.midwesthonorflight.org/gala OR
contact Aaron Van Beek at (712) 463-2020.

111 e

WINE MUSIC HORSD'OEUVRES SILENT AUCTION
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FREE DENTAL DAY FOR
VETERANS

Aspen Dental and their
team of dentists and sup-
port staff will be providing
free dental care to veter-
ans at participating Aspen
Dental practices on Satur-
day, June 8, 2019.

Veterans can call 844-
277-3646 to find a partici-
pating Aspen Dental office
in their community. Ad-
vanced appointments are
required. Dentists and
teams will treat the most
urgent needs of each veter-
an to ensure any dental
pain is relieved, including
anything from fillings and
extractions to basic den-
ture repairs. Routine clean-
ings and examinations
will also be provided free
of charge.

For more information
about the day of service,
please visit https://
www.aspendental.com/
about/healthy-mouth-
movement.

AspenDental

RN ———

DAY

SERVICE

What

Aspen Dental’s Day of
Service: A day of free dental
care for veterans

When

9am. -3 pm.
Saturday June 8

Where

Participating Aspen Dental
practices (Call 844-Aspen-HMM
to find the nearest location.)

How

Appointments required.
Call 844-ASPEN-HMM
starting May 15t to make an
appointment.

#HealthyMouthMovement



https://www.aspendental.com/about/healthy-mouth-movement
https://www.aspendental.com/about/healthy-mouth-movement
https://www.aspendental.com/about/healthy-mouth-movement
https://www.aspendental.com/about/healthy-mouth-movement

—"~ MIUWESI
<./ HONOR FLIGHT

SECOND ANNUAL

HANGAR DANCE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019 /7P - 10P

5 BaelySPelle

DOORS OPEN AT 7P/DANCE LESSONS 7:30P/LIVE MUSIC & DANCING 8P
$35 IN ADVANCE / $50 AT THE DOOR

19405 ATTIRE ENCOURAGED [ASH BAR. FODD TRUCK,
BEST DRESSED COUPLE PRIZE | ANDMIDWEST HONOR FLIGHT
TOBE AWARDED MERCHANDISE DN SITE

MID AMERICA MUSEUM OF AVIATION AND TRANSPORTATION / 2600 EXPEDITION CT / SIDUX CITY, 1A 51102
all event proceeds and silent auction will benefit the Midwest "Honor Flight
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Jun 6—SFVAHCS 2nd Annual VA Baby Shower—DAV (1519 W. 51st Street) - Sioux Falls—6:00 pm (CT)

Jun 6-9—American Legion State Convention—Sioux Falls Convention Center

Jun 8 —Department of SD Marine Corps League State Convention—American Legion Post 8—Pierre—10:00 am (CT)

Jun 12—Sioux Falls Vet Center 40th Anniversary Open House—3:00 pm—>5:00 pm (CT) - 3200 W. 49th Street

Jun 12—Rapid City Vet Center 40th Anniversary Open House—2:00 pm—6:00 pm (MT)621 6th Street—Suite 101

Jun 13-16—VFW State Convention—Dakota State University—Madison

Jun 8—Military/Veterans Canaries Appreciation Night—Sioux Falls—6:00 pm (CT)

Jun 13—SFVAHCS Welcome Home Event—Main Lobby of Sioux Falls Medical Center—5:00—8:00 pm (CT)

Jun 14—Flag Day

Jun 15—SFVAHCS Whole Health Class—Sioux Falls Vet Center (3200 W. 49th Street) - 9:00 am—11:00 am (CT)

Jun 15—Tribute to Freedom—Honoring our Veterans—Eureka Sports Complex—10:30 am (CT)

Jun 20—VABHHCS Veterans Orientation Program (Building 53—Room 102) Hot Springs—4:30 pm (MT)

Jun 29—Veterans for Veterans Annual Poker Run—Mitchell Depot Bar and Grill—11:00 am (CT)

Jul 4—State Offices Closed

Jul 17—South Dakota Veterans Council—PVA Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT)

Jul 20—PVA 5th Annual Poker Run—Thirsty Duck Bar and Grill (945 S. Marion Road) - Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT)

July 20-24—National VFW Convention—Orlando, FL

Jul 20—SFVAHCS Whole Health Class—Sioux Falls Vet Center (3200 W. 49th Street) - 9:00 am—11:00 am (CT)

Aug 2—American Legion Highway 281 Centennial Run (ND/SD Border to SD/NE Border)

Aug 3-6—DAV National Convention—Orlando, FL

Aug 17—SFVAHCS Whole Health Class—Sioux Falls Vet Center (3200 W. 49th Street) - 9:00 am—11:00 am (CT)

Aug 17-18—Sioux Falls Air Show

Aug 24—Wine and Gala Auction (MidWest Honor Flight Benefit) - Calico Skies Winery

Aug 26—Sioux Falls Barrel House (MidWest Honor Flight Benefit - 10% all day to MWHF) - 4701 E 54th Street

Aug 29—Veterans Day at the Fair

Aug 26-29—SDDVA Benefit School

Sep 21—SFVAHCS Whole Health Class—Sioux Falls Vet Center (3200 W. 49th Street) - 9:00 am—11:00 am (CT)

Sep 21—Davison County Veterans Wellness and Benefit Fair—Mitchell Corn Palace—8:00 am—4:30 pm (CT)

Sep 21-22—SD American Legion Golf Tournament—Hartford Golf Course

Nov 2—2nd Annual Hangar Dance (MidWest Honor Flight Benefit) - Mid America Museum of Aviation—Sioux City,
IA—7:00 pm (CT)

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov
Soldiers and Sailors Building - 425 E Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: 605-773-8242

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us



http://mva.sd.gov/
mailto:audry.ricketts@state.sd.us

